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BILL  FOR,  AUGMENTING   THE   MILITIA.

Mr. SHERIDAN said, he saw no reason why the
bill should be continued not only during the whole
of the war, but three months after its conclusion*
It was probable that the war might still be pro-
tracted long after any alarm of invasion had ceased*
This bill was ooly intended to secure the country
from the dangers of invasion. He should therefore
propose, that the bill should only continue in force
two months after the meeting of the next session of
parliament.

Mr. Pitt agreed that the space of three months was not absolutely
necessary, and 1hat a period of one month might be sufficient for
every purpose of security* The amendment of one month was accord-

ingly adopted.

On the clause allowing men with a certain number of children to

act as substitutes*

Mr. Sheridan remarked, that in consequence of

this clause, a man might be tempted to forsake, the

habits of sober honesty, to accept the bounty to serve
as a substitute, and abandon his children to the care
of the parish,

Mr. Sheridan asked, what was the operation of
the bill ? Were not the men liable to be called out
and embodied in a state of imminent danger j and
so long as the war continued* what security had they
that they should not every moment be taken from
their occupations, and separated from their families ?

Mr. Pitt replied, and tJie clause passed.

Mr. Sheridan said, that he now came forward .
with a proposition which he would state in $us few
words as possible. His object was to move an
amendment in the bill, for the purpose of doing
away a distinction which be conceived to be odious
and unjust. It was one of those distinctions, how-
ever, which he could wish to' be done away, rather